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Art. V. — Moral Keflexions by a Japanese Traveller. 

The American people have been so very kind in receiving my 
political reflexions, that I take the great liberty of writing again 
my observations and feelings about their country. I would not, 
however, do this without having been asked, because to offer opin- 
ions too freely often gives offence when it is not intended. So I 
wish clearly to explain, that what I write now is in consequence 
of urgent request, and is not my own proposal. No doubt, many 
will laugh at my opinions this time, just as they laughed at my 
political reflexions, but I cannot understand why they laugh. I 
read Senator Morton's paper on American Constitution. He said 
almost exactly the same things I did. This astonished me very 
much — and it also satisfied me, because I found this very clever 
Senator agrees so closely with me. But I observe newspapers did 
not laugh at him ; then I thought, if I had signed his paper and 
he had signed mine, they would have laughed at his paper, and 
approved mine. American people look too much at names. They 
think, when a 'paper is signed by great name, they must approve, 
never mind what is in the paper; if foreigner or unknown man 
signs, then they don't approve — or pass by silently. I am sorry 
I said anything about " seppv,kku," because all over the country 
ignorant newspapers are laughing. This is only because they do 
not understand the question. Now I am going to tell them some 
things that they cannot kugh at, because they are very easy, even 
for them, to understand, and they are so true they cannot deny them, 
Besides my political studies, I have made moral studies in different 
Christian countries ; these, as I said before, I am going to publish 
fully in Japan, but I will now take out of my notes a few points. 

First, I observe in every country there is different kind of moral- 
ity, different kind of vice, although all the countries may be 
Christian, still vices in Catholic countries differ from vices in 
Protestant countries, vices in old countries differ from vices in new 
countries, vices in countries where church is paid by the Govern- 
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ment, differ from vices in countries where churches are not paid hy 
the Government, vices in countries where there is rich and idle 
aristocratic class, differ from vices in countries where everybody is 
equal and everybody is busy making money. As I am writing for 
Americans, I will leave all these other countries out of the ques- 
tion, and describe the vices which I observe in a new country, 
which is chiefly Protestant, where the churches are not paid by the 
Government, where everybody is equal, according to the Constitu- 
tion, and all are busy making money. I will not say anything 
about their virtues, not because they have not got any ; indeed, 
they have most excellent virtues and high qualities, but it is not 
necessary for me to tell them ; they describe them very fully them- 
selves both in conversation and newspapers, therefore there would 
be nothing new in this, but their vices are not so often described, 
except sometimes with bitterness, but I will describe them with 
great affection because I have received so much kindness from 
American people. In the first place, Americans, quite naturally, 
like all other Christians, think their religion best in the world, 
therefore they must try and make other nations adopt it ; for that 
reason they send missionaries to Japan. If missionaries could 
come alone, without sailors or merchants, I think they might do 
some good. Generally, they are very good men, though mission- 
aries of different Christian sects quarrel among themselves more 
than any other people ; still, individually, they try to set a good 
example, only their religion does not prevent them from hating 
each other when they do not agree on religious subjects. 

When they first began to instruct Japanese in principles of 
Christian religion, many Japanese accepted, especially of the 
lower orders, who had not studied Confucius and more deep 
philosophy, only they soon found great difference between what 
missionaries taught, and what so called Christians practiced. 

I have examined into religious matter a good deal, and I find no 
religion where difference is so great between what religion teaches, 
and what the people practice as in Christian religion. Mahometan 
religion does not teach such high and pure morality as Christian- 
ity, but Mahometans practice their religion much more closely. 
They are never ashamed to pray, even when they are alone among 
strangers ; they perform all observances very faithfully. They do 
not depart from teaching in order to make money, therefore they 
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cannot make it, when they are near Christians, because when 
Christians (so called) want to make money, they do not care 
much what their Bible teaches, but Mahometan cares what Koran 
teaches. Bible says, it is not good to lend money on usury, but 
Christians always charge interest. Koran says same thing, there- 
fore among themselves Mahometans do not charge it, and so in 
many other cases Mahometans obey Koran, but Christians do not 
obey Bible. Therefore, Christians (so called) advance rapidly in 
material progress, because they sacrifice their religion to this kind 
of progress. Therefore, they quickly become highly civilized, but 
Mahometans will not sacrifice their religion, therefore they remain, 
like early Christians who had all things in common, rather barbar- 
ous. Buddhists are more like Christians than Mahometans ; they 
also have high and pure moral teaching : indeed, all their theology 
is almost exactly like Christian theology when you examine origi- 
nal teaching, but common people have made it full of superstitions, 
so it is in many ceremonies very like Boman Catholic or Greek 
Church, and in same way common people are not so strict as 
Mahometans, more like Christians, only I think priests are better 
in many things than Christian priests ; they do not quarrel among 
themselves, like Christian clergymen about religious questions. 
Generally they all agree very well, and many good ones do indeed 
try to make the people good, only the people are too ignorant to 
understand the real principle of Buddhism, and think to perform 
superstitious ceremonies is enough, and the priests are afraid to 
take away their ceremonies because then the people would think 
they were taking away their whole religion. I have not been in 
India, therefore I cannot tell about Hindoo religion, but there is 
one thing I remark which is very important. From all I can 
learn, neither Mahometan, nor Buddhist, nor Hindoo says, if you 
do not believe my religion you will be burnt to all eternity in hell 
fire with brimstone. Only Christian says this. For this reason 
many Japanese refuse, the moment they hear this, to become 
Christian. Suppose Japanese woman wants to become Christian, 
and her husband and brothers and sisters and children refuse, then 
she says " how can I become Christian and all my family go to 
hell fire for eternity ? Better for me also to go to hell fire with 
them." Therefore she quite naturally refuses. Still, though this 
is a great objection to accepting Christianity in minds of Japanese 
vol. cxxv. — no. 257. 6 



82 Moral Beflexions hy a Japanese Traveller. [July, 

people, it might be overcome, if practice of Christians in daily life 
was superior to practice of people of any other religion, but this is 
not the case. Since Christians have come to Japan, many vices 
have been introduced which before were quite unknown. They 
are the vices which belong to what is called Western civilization 
— principally, vices connected with money-making. All kinds of 
cheating and fraud have now been taught by Christians to Japan- 
ese, of which they were quite ignorant twenty years ago. 

When I try to compare the small number of new virtues they 
have learnt, since that time, by observing the practice of Chris- 
tians, with the large number of new vices they have learnt from 
them, I am quite pained and distressed for my dear country to 
think of it. This is, indeed, a very sad reflexion; so I will not 
now dwell any more upon it. That is why I said I wish the mis- 
sionaries had come alone, without any sailors or merchants. For 
one Christian who comes to teach us anything good, a hundred 
come to make money and teach us things that are bad. People 
who know how to make money by trying to get it from each other 
they called civilized people ; people who have not learnt all the 
tricks by which money can be made out of each other they call 
uncivilized people. After much consideration of this subject, I 
can find no other distinction but this. I think quite differently. 
Civilization consists in people being pure and good in their lives, 
not in being rich and smart in their business. For what says the 
Great Master Confucius on this subject? "Virtue is the root, 
revenue the branches. If you lightly esteem the root and attend 
principally to the bi-anches, you extend disorder and rapine among 
the people." Look at the great " civilized " cities of London and 
Paris and New York, and see how true this is. In these places all 
the effort of both Government and people is to " attend principally 
to the branches," and in what "uncivilized" and "heathen" cities 
can you find such disorder and rapine ? When Mr. Tweed was 
governing New York, what did he think about the " root " which 
is virtue ? In what Buddhist or Mahometan city would such cor- 
rupt government be possible, as existed in New York during time 
of Tweed ? I can tell people of New York who laugh at seppukku 
and despise heathens, that such robbery and fraudulent govern- 
ment would be quite impossible in Japan. 

Perhaps, after twenty years of Western civilization, we may get 
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so far advanced that such a man would become possible as a ruler; 
at present, we try to find our high officials among the best and 
purest men, because we have been so instructed by Confucius, — 
for what says the Sage ? " To see a man of eminent virtue and 
talents and not to promote him, — to promote him, and not raise 
him to a high station, shows disrepect ; to see a base man and not 
to dismiss him, — to dismiss him and not to send him to a great 
distance, is an error." . 

It is, indeed, most wonderful to think how truly Confucius de- 
scribes what must happen to a man like Tweed. Exactly he shows 
how such a man must in the end be punished, for he says, " Upon 
the man who is ignorant, and yet pushes himself into office, who 
holding a low situation assumes authority, who, although living in 
the present age, returns to the (bad) ways of the ancients, the 
Divine judgments will surely come." Still, notwithstanding warn- 
ing which New York has had, it is, even now, not governed by 
highest kind of men, but by a common class. This never can suc- 
ceed, for again the Sage says, " Therefore the ruler must first have 
virtue in himself, then he may call for it in others ; he must first 
be free from vice himself, then he may reprove it in others. If we 
ourselves cherish and practice what we do not wish in others, we 
cannot possibly enlighten them." The Tsoo book also says, " The 
Tsoo nation does not esteem gems valuable, it esteems nothing 
precious but virtue." For these reasons it is not yet possible for 
any Japanese city to be governed by a man who is known to be 
bad and dishonest. When I read your newspapers, it does not 
seem possible for your cities, and even your states, to be governed 
by any other kind. Take, for instance, what has been said of 
Governor Packard, and, before him, of Governor Kellogg in Louisi- 
ana. I do not know whether it is true or not, but in uncivilized 
country I come from, such men could not be accused of such 
things and live. Either they must prove that they are not true, 
and then people accusing them must be punished, or else, if they 
are true, they would be punished themselves. But here in this 
Christian country, where you are told to " honor all men," not " to 
speak evil of dignities," not to " bear false witness," not " to think 
evil one of another," " to do to others as you would they would do 
to you," politics are carried on entirely on an opposite principle. 
Foundation of American politics is not to honor any politicians, 
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always to speak evil of dignities, if they are on the other side in pol- 
ities, always bear false witness, if election can be carried that way, 
to think a great deal evil of everybody, and, politically, to do always 
to the other side exactly what you would not at all like them to do 
to you. Although it is against Bible, this is done quite openly, 
nobody is ashamed of it, nobody publicly condemns it. I have 
heard many sermons in Christian churches ; I have never heard a 
clergyman say that political men should love one another and honor 
one another, and not write abuse in newspapers against each other. 
Even they ought each to esteem the other better than himself, 
but this is so impossible that even to propose it, though it is a 
sacred saying, would make everybody laugh. When I read news- 
papers, I feel sure it would not improve Japan to have civilized 
and Christian journalism introduced into that country, though, un- 
happily, some Japanese are trying to imitate this also. If news- 
papers were written to make politicians forgive each other and 
love each other, then, perhaps, they might do some good, but 
Christian newspapers only make people v more angry with each 
other, and therefore more unchristian. Same thing with religious 
newspapers. Only they do not abuse politicians so much as they 
abuse each other. What is the use of churches and clergymen, if 
they do not preach against such bad things ? Best men in this 
country say, that they cannot be politicians, because politicians 
generally dishonest, or else suspected of being dishonest, and nearly 
always called dishonest, and because to suceeed, it is necessary " to 
go through so much dirt," therefore they say " we are obliged to 
leave to more mean kind of men to be politicians and to rule over 
us, and spend the revenue of the nation for us, and represent our 
interests in foreign countries, but we think you Japanese are still 
quite barbarous because you have different kind of government, 
which obliges you to choose more high and pure kind of men* 
therefore, we recommend you to become more advanced and civil- 
ized like we are." But how can we do this and forget the lofty 
saying of the Tsin book ? — which says, " Had I a minister of un- 
bending fidelity, although he might appear to possess no other tal- 
ent, yet were his mind enlarged and generous, when he saw a man 
of eminent talents, he would view his talents as if they were his 
own. The man of vast intelligence and virtue he would not 
merely praise with his lips but really love him in his heart, and 
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embrace him in his regards. Such a man could preserve my chil- 
dren and my people. Would not such a man be of great advan- 
tage ? But if a minister is jealous of men of talents, opposes and 
keeps from notice those who possess eminent ability and virtue, 
not being able to bear them, such a man is incapable of protecting 
my children and people, nay, how dangerous he may prove." 
American people may call such teaching heathen, but I call it 
best kind of Christian teaching, and this is rule we actually try 
always to follow in Japan. If any man does not follow this rule, 
he is very much ashamed and would rather die than let people 
suppose he was not good and pure; but here when newspapers 
call a Governor thief and robber, he feels no shame. Therefore, I 
still hope my countrymen will try and follow good old teaching of 
our wise and pure men, even though they were heathens. Again, 
I observe very curious thing. Perhaps, in politics or in commerce, 
a man is attacked this way in the newspapers, may be rightly, may 
be wrongly ; if he is candidate for some high office, almost always 
he is accused of stealing money, or if he makes money very quickly 
in Wall Street, also others who lose their money accuse him of 
stealing it — quite openly they accuse him in newspapers, like 
they accused Mr. Tilden, or like they accuse Mr. Gould. 

Then very often these same men profess to be very religious 
men ; they buy very expensive pews in churches, and give a great 
deal of money to keep up clergymen and Sunday schools. Imme- 
diately, when they are so publicly accused of stealing, quite natu- 
rally clergyman should ask, "Is this true? At once you must 
prove to me this is not true, otherwise I will turn you out of my 
church, and throw back your money to you, and sell your pew to 
some honest man." I have asked great deal about this, but never 
have I heard of clergyman who did this thing. Only sometimes, 
if a man is very poor and cheats, then they do it, but if he is very 
rich they take his money. They do not inquire how he made it. 

In countries where Government pays church, this vice does 
not exist, only they have other kind of vice. In England nobles 
and bishops can sell clergymen and churches, in quite a com- 
plicated and curious kind of way, very difficult to understand 
properly, though I studied it thoroughly, and I will explain 
it afterwards in my Japanese book fully. I think that will 
surprise Buddhist Priests more than anything I have seen in 
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Western civilization. Never would Buddhist priest allow himself 
and his temple to be sold, even hy most high and powerful Daimio, 
— sooner he would die. Indeed, priests in my country do not try 
to become rich. However, I am not Buddhist myself; only for 
many things I respect them. I think priests in all religions should 
not care at all about money. In Bible also it says so. Indeed, 
Bible is strongly opposed to all money-making for any kind of 
people. I think one of great beauties in Christian teaching is 
constant attack upon rich people and love of money. It says, 
" love of money root of all evil " ; " haste not to be rich." Then, 
money-changers were scourged out of temple for buying and sell- 
ing inside, and rich young man was told he must give up all he 
had and give to the poor ; indeed, that teaching is most beautiful. 
When I first read all that, certainly I thought I must become 
Christian. Even now I believe thoroughly all this teaching, but 
to practice it, I must go back to Japan. There a man could still 
live in daily life this teaching; here it would not be possible. 
Certainly he would starve immediately. In Japan, if man asked 
for cloak, you could give him coat also ; immediately you would be 
celebrated for sacrificing self, and good people would acknowledge 
your goodness and support you. Many men in my country are 
celebrated, not for political cleverness or for richness, or for power, 
but for pureness and goodness. Several times, when I first arrived 
in America, I asked who is purest and best man in America, but 
no one could give me answer. A man in Japan can become cele- 
brated for sacrificing self to neighbor, because Confucius teaches 
this, just like the Bible. Therefore, when he practices, everybody 
reverences him, but here they do not; for what says the Great 
Master on this subject ? " That which you hate in superiors, do 
not practice in your conduct towards inferiors; that which you 
dislike in inferiors, do not practice towards superiors : that which 
you hate in those before you, do not exhibit to those behind you ; 
that which you hate in those behind you, do not manifest to those 
before you ; that which you hate in those on your right, do not 
manifest to those on your left ; that which you bate in those on 
your left, do not manifest to those on your right. This is the doc- 
trine of measuring others by ourselves." And this doctrine we try 
to follow, and when we see any one doing this, we very highly ap- 
prove and encourage him, but in this country such a man would 
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rather be laughed at and called a fool, because it is not possible to 
follow this principle and become rich, and to become rich is more 
esteemed than to become good. Indeed, it seems to me that in 
Christian countries everything is done exactly opposite to Chris- 
tian teaching so high and pure and noble and self-sacrificing — 
but quite openly everything is done exactly on opposite principle. 
Then I say, why do you profess so much and do so little ? This 
is most bad of all vices, to be hypocrite, because man who is hyp- 
ocrite lives constant lie. All the time he is pretending to be one 
thing and is actually entirely different. Many men who have been 
considered most religious and ceremonious of men in church mat- 
ters, get exposed in the newspapers, and then we find all the time 
that they have been practicing most wicked things. 

The great Master teaches, that no man can be superior who does 
such things. I hope you will excuse my quoting so much out of 
teaching of great Master, but I want to show that, even if Chris- 
tians would obey teaching of Confucius closely, even then, they 
would be better than they are, and that it is because we try to fol- 
low his teaching, we have morality quite as good as morality in 
Christian countries. And this is not because Christian teaching is 
not high and beautiful, but because Christians laugh at their own 
teaching, therefore we cannot respect them, and we feel that they 
have no right to call us barbarous and uncivilized, until they try 
to follow their moral teaching, at least as well as we follow ours. 

This is what Confucius says about hypocrites. " That which is 
called rectifying the motives is this : do not deceive yourself ; hate 
vice as you do an offensive smell ; love virtue as you love beauty. 
This is called self-enjoyment. Hence the superior man will care- 
fully watch over his secret moments. The worthless man, when 
in secret, practices vice ; nay, there is no length of wickedness to 
which he does not proceed, but when he observes the superior man, 
he attempts to conceal his vices, and puts on the appearance of 
virtue. Men who observe see, as it were, his heart and reins. 
What, then, does he profit himself ? This is what is meant by the 
adage, ' What is really within shows itself without.' Hence the 
superior man must be careful over his conduct, when no eye sees 
him." This is why I think it would be very difficult for superior 
man, if he was on New York Stock Exchange, to become quickly 
rich. 
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When Japanese first came in contact with "Western countries, 
immediately we began to have financial affairs with them. Then 
at once we found ourselves badly cheated. First, came currency 
question in Japan, when all the merchants applied under all kinds 
of different names, not their own, for silver, so as to escape the rule 
of the Treaty. After losing great deal of money, we finally got 
that settled ; then Americans sold Japanese Government bad steam- 
ers, for great deal more than they were worth, and again we were 
cheated. Then people came from England to persuade Japanese 
Government to make a large loan ; then we did not understand 
foreign principle of emitting loan, and again in London we were 
cheated. Finally,- 1 determined to study financial matters myself, 
first, in London, then, in New York. Then I found financial men 
in London cheat on different system from New York. I don't 
know which cheat worst. I will not now try and explain where 
the difference exactly is, but I will try and explain what I have 
discovered about New York system. For Japanese it is very diffi- 
cult to understand all about Stock Exchange, and " Bull " men and 
" Bear " men, and Railway and Steamboat and Telegraph and other 
Companies, and so, even yet, I feel very ignorant on such questions. 
Nevertheless, very soon I discovered that first thing I must under- 
stand is, what is a " Ring," and how " Ring " can be made. For a 
long time no one would clearly explain this to me. At last I found 
true reason why even clever financial men would not explain it. 
Generally, they are very so-called pious kind of men, and " Ring " 
is a sort of secret society among quite a few most smart men to 
cheat other men who are not so smart, also to cheat the whole pub- 
lic which is generally rather foolish. Therefore, pretending pious 
financial men would not explain ; only, finally, I found financial 
man not at all pious, also very smart ; he explained all to me thor- 
oughly, and I saw most plainly it was most wicked thing, exactly 
opposed to teaching in Bible, and also to teaching of Confucius, 
but I have not space here to quote his teaching on this point. 

Therefore, immediately I thought it must be duty of every 
clergyman, before he takes money from so-called pious financial 
man, to ask, first, this important question, "Are you in any Ring ? " 
As I was studying moral question, immediately when I thought 
this, I called on a clergyman, rather celebrated man, and I asked 
him, " Do you always ask this question ? " Then he got rather 
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angry. He said, not possible to ask such questions, financial man 
would immediately answer " mind your own business ! " There- 
fore, he could not ask. Then I replied, in the words of Confucius, 
what was duty of moral teacher like him ; because Confucius ex- 
plains very fully on this point. He says, superior man must 
" examine very narrowly inferior man who pretends to be supe- 
rior " ; but clergyman immediately answered, " Confucius is only 
heathen teacher." Since that time, I have not talked with clergy- 
men on religious subjects. Only I study Bible ; then I compare 
with it their practice. After great financial panic came in New 
York, I made very accurate moral study concerning it, and inquired 
narrowly about the principal men who failed ; because newspapers 
were calling some of them thieves, and every one, indeed, was 
abusing them very much, because many people had lost money by 
them. Then I found nearly all were so-called pious financial men ; 
so then I inquired why so many financial men must be pious, and 
one even founded "theological seminary" who was most celebrated 
in "Rings." Then my friend, who did not pretend to be religious, 
explained how, for many reasons, it was great assistance in finan- 
cial operations to profess religion. Only he said he himself was 
too honest; nevertheless, he admitted he made great fortune by 
cheating people. Even yet I could not understand this matter 
thoroughly, but one day I visited a beautiful island in one of the 
great American lakes. There I found lovely little island, with 
beautiful cottage upon it full of clergymen of all kinds of different 
sects. Then I inquired how so many clergymen of different sects 
could, nevertheless, be living together peaceably in one house on 
this beautiful island, — then it was explained to me that they were 
all invited to come and rest together and recover health there, by 
a most powerful financial man, who had immense Eailway plans ; 
then, when his plans failed because from the beginning they were 
bad and hollow, in all the congregations of these clergymen great 
many bonds and stocks of this railway plan, which now had no 
value, were found. Since then, I quite well understand why it is 
very useful for financial man also to profess to be religious. When 
I say, " profess to be religious," 1 do not mean really religious, I 
mean pretend to be religious. Clergymen cannot attack them 
because, not being paid by Government, immediately they would 
be ruined if they made all these powerful men angry. Therefore, 
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the greatest vice I find in America is hypocrisy. Of all vices it 
is the worst. Then I ask you, my American friends, with great 
affection, because this is most serious matter, what would your 
churches live upon, and how long would they last, if there were 
no longer any hypocrites in this country ? Also I hope clergy- 
men also will excuse me, if I ask them especially this same ques- 
tion. Do not think because I ask this question, therefore I am 
attacking Christian religion. Eeligion is one thing ; churches, an- 
other thing quite different. When the great Teacher of Christian 
religion came, first thing He did was, to attack Jewish church 
because Jewish church was not following religion, but was full of 
hypocrisy. Therefore, always He said, "Woe unto you, Scribes 
and Pharisees, hypocrites ! " Very often He repeats this. All 
great moral teachers feel that most serious danger to real religion 
is hypocrisy. Therefore, He hated hypocrites most of all. Never- 
theless, so-called religious men to-day do almost exactly the same 
things He blamed in Jews. They " do alms to be seen of men," 
they " love to pray in the synagogues," and " do their works to be 
seen of men," and " lay up treasure for themselves on earth " ; 
therefore, He says " Woe unto you that are rich ! " For these say- 
ings, "the chief priests and the scribes sought to destroy Him." 
I almost think again they would do so. 

Japanese people are now travelling very much all about Chris- 
tian countries ; — then, when they read this beautiful teaching and 
see members of Christian churches doing all things exactly con- 
trary to it, and find that clergymen allow all this to go on in their 
churches, they lose all respect. Then, when they go back to Japan, 
they will explain all this to people. Then, when missionaries try 
to correct Japanese, they will ask them why they allow such 
things openly, and why themselves they do not follow more closely 
Divine teaching, then they must be ready to answer. There- 
fore, quite kindly, I tell them now, so when they are asked, they 
can have answer all ready prepared. It seems to me when people 
become immensely rich, then they need not be hypocrites any 
longer, because in this country money can do anything. I do not 
think, if a man had five million of dollars, he could be hung in 
this country, even when murder was quite clearly proved. Some- 
how he would escape. I think, if he had fifty millions, he could 
elect Presidents and everybody he chose ; then, of course, no longer 
any occasion to be a hypocrite. 
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So then, I find three great powers in this country : first is 
money, second is hypocrisy, third is " Kings." To use American 
expression, these three powers " run the country." Only real pure 
virtue has no power, because almost certainly whoever was strictly 
superior man, according to Confucius, must seem like a fool to all 
smart men. He cannot succeed like other men, therefore he must 
retire. 

I could write a great deal more on this subject, but partly I am 
afraid of saying things that may offend. If I knew English 
language better, I could write in more flowing kind of style, so I 
might even tell many true things in a manner that would not seem 
rather rude. Still, it is not my intention to be rude, only to be 
quite honest and sincere. In my book which I am going to write 
in Japan, I have divided American vices under four heads : first, 
ecclesiastical vices, that is, all vices connected with sects, churches, 
clergymen, religious newspapers, young men's Christian associa- 
tions, and so on ; second, political vices, that is all vices connected 
with elections, lobbying, political newspapers, wirepullers, Custom 
House frauds, Indian administration, political rings, and so on ; 
third, financial vices, (I have already a little touched on these, 
from which you can see how I can describe them quite fully,) 
fourth, social vices, such as vices connected with marriage system 
in this country, the aristocracy of a democratic republic, and many 
other subjects rather delicate, therefore I will not say anything 
more. I only mention this to show that I have indeed earnestly 
examined your country, and I find one thing of which you are 
entirely ignorant, and this is " Taou " 

This one word contains such a high idea, that I am afraid it is 
not possible for you to understand it. Nevertheless, I will try and 
explain. Taou is the " way of the Sage," or " the way of Heaven," 
it is omnipresent and fills and influences all things, therefore Con- 
fucius says, " The Taou of the supremely sincere enables them to 
foreknow things : it is only they who carry sincerity to the highest 
point, and in whom there remains not a single hair's breadth of 
hypocrisy, that can foresee the hidden springs of things. Taou is 
what men ought to practice, Taou is the self-sacrifice by which 
oneself is perfected, and the knowledge by which one perfects 
others. Taou is the virtue of nature, the way of uniting the ex- 
ternal and the internal." All this is Taou, and a great deal more ; 



92 Moral Reflexions by a Japanese Traveller. [July, 

indeed, it takes a life to study and understand Taou, for it contains 
three hundred outlines and three thousand minute particulars 
thereof. It is not possible, indeed, to understand it without first 
practicing it. It cannot be understood by the mind alone, only by 
strictly living every day according to the highest principles of self- 
sacrifice, can it be understood. Tsze Sze, who was a great sage, 
and student of Confucius, thus describes this most wonderful prin- 
ciple in a few words. " It is only the man possessed of Taou that 
can perfect his own nature ; he who can perfect his own nature, can 
perfect the nature of other men ; he who can perfect the nature of 
other men, can perfect the nature of things ; he who can perfect 
the nature of things, can assist heaven and earth in producing 
things. When this is the case, then he is united with heaven and 
earth so as to form a trinity." This, however, is too deep for ordi- 
nary intelligence to comprehend. Only those who practice Taou, 
can understand fully its meaning. Though most unworthy man 
myself, for many years I have tried to practice Taou. Therefore, 
my eyes are somewhat open to perceive moral questions in differ- 
ent countries, because I examine them by the light of Taou; there- 
fore I have written frankly, because my purpose in writing has 
been quite pure. Now most earnestly I beseech you to stop 
making money, because it is not possible to spend your life in 
becoming rich, and still have time to discover and practice the 
" way of heaven," which is Taou. Also give up this openly trying 
to persuade men that you are good, by belonging externally to 
churches, when internally you are following the way of the inferior 
man. Eemember what the Ode says, " Look into your own cham- 
ber, and see whether you have cause for shame in the presence of 
your household Gods." 

Never mind if men despise you, and speak badly of you because 
you retire from their evil ways. At last the glories of Taou will 
shine through you, for what says the Sage ? " He who possesses 
Taou, without showing himself he will shine forth, without moving 
he will renovate others, without acting he will perfect them." 
And again, " though the path of the superior man appear secret, 
yet it daily becomes more splendid, while the path of the mean 
man, though he strive to exhibit it, daily vanishes from sight." 
But, perhaps, you will say you have not studied Confucius and 
cannot obtain his works, therefore it is not possible for you to 
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practice Taou. Then, I at once answer most fearlessly you have 
your own Sacred Book, which contains the Divine principle of 
Taou, though, perhaps, your eyes are still too blind to perceive it, 
and your own most wonderful Teacher, who explained most fully 
"The Kingdom (or Way) of Heaven." Therefore, you cannot 
make any such excuse. Believe me, for I have studied this 
thing. It is most tremendous Power even now hanging over 
the world. Confucius says of it, " It waits for its men, and then 
is walked in, (or practiced,)" but it will not always wait ; if men 
do not practice, it will overtake and crush them, and this is what 
your own great Teacher meant, when He said, " Whosoever shall 
fall upon that stone shall be broken, but upon whomsoever it shall 
fall, it will grind him to powder." 

SlONAEA, 
A Japanese Traveller. 

Note. — The author of this article requests us to state that the word Sionara has 
been mistaken for his name, when in fact it is a Japanese word, meaning farewell. 
As, however, he wishes to remain incognito, or, in his own vernacular, Ntiibun, he 
has expressed his wish to retain it as a nam de plume. — Ed. 



